
PROCLAMATION.1 
BY 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER. 

No. 33 of 19Z4.~PROMULGATED 12th SEPTEMBER, 1924. 

Entitled the Bechuanaland Protectorate Police Pensions Proclamation, 1924. 

WHER1J!AS it is expedient to amE)nd the rules and regulations concerning the 
granting of pensions and of superannuation and other allowances to European 
members of the Bechuanaland Protectorate Police Force; 

Now, th~1refore, under and by ,·irtue of the powers in me vested, I do 
hereby dechu:'e, proclaun and make known as follows:-

1. The Bechuanaland Protectorate Police Pensions Proclamation 1921 
(No. 42 of 1921) shall be and is hereby repealed: provided always that such 
repeal shall not affect in any way whatsoever any pension, gratuity or allow
ance already granted under that Proclamation or the conditions subject to 
which any such pension, gratuity or allowance is payable. 

PART I. 

PENSIONS. 
2. Any police officer who shall have served as such either before or after 

the date of the taking effect of this Proclamation shall be deemed to hold 
ot· to have he~d a pensionable office and shall be entitled subject to the l?ro
visions of this Proclamation to receive a pension upon his retirement there
from. 

3. Save as is otherwise provided in this Proclamation no pension shall 
be granted to any police officer:---

(a) who shall be under fif~y years of age unless a medical board 
appointed by the Govei1nment shall report that such officer is in
capable from infirmity of mind or body of discharging the duties of 
his office and that such infitmity is likely to be pe~·manent; 

(b) who 'shall not have served for a period of ten years in a pensionab'e 
office. 

4. (1) Any police officer who is entitled to pension under section t10o 
of this Proclamation shall retire on reaching the age of fifty. 

(2) Any police officer who is transferred from the police :l'orce to another 
department of the serYice, and any member of another department who is 
transferred to the police force,, shall be subject to the pension regulations 
govl)rning that d·~partment of the service to which he belongs at the time of. 
his retirement, in like manner as if. the whole term of his 'Service had been 
spent in that department. 

5. The service of a police officer in the Bec;huanaland Protectorate shall 
for th(l purposes of this Proclamation ordinarily be reckoned from the date 
on which he commenced to .dra\v salary from Protectorate funds in respect 
of his first' pehnaneht appointment; provided that no service shall be ad
mitted as pensionable which was prior to the attainment of the age of 
eighteen years. 

6. (1) Acting service in a pensionable office shall when continuous with 
servi~e in such an office be reclwned as service for pension. 

lSee Procl;:unation Nos. 12 and 27 of 1926. 



Provided :that the period of such acting s\)rvice has not been taken 
into ·account as part- of the service of the 'previous holder of the office or as 
pa1~t of the officer's service in other public service .I -

(2) Provisional or temporary service may subject to the approval of the 
High Commissioner be allowed to count for pension when such service shall 
have been immediately followed by a permanent appointment to a pensionable 
office. 

(3) The period during which a police officer is absent on leave without 
salary may, subject to the approval of the High Commissioner, be counted 
as service on full pay for pension; provided that such leave _has been granted 
on grounds of public policy and further provided that it does not exceed one 
year in all. 

7. Subject to the provisions of section nineteen -of this Proclamation 
the service in respect of which pensions will be granted must be unbi·oken 
except in cases where the service has been interrupted by absence on leave 
or by circumstances not arising from misconduct or voluntary resignation· in 
which the High Commissioner may approve of service prior to a break of 
service being allowed to count for pension together with service subsequent 
to such break. 

8. The pension to be granted to any police officer under the authority 
of this Proclamation shall subject to the provisions. of .section twelve be cal
culated at the rate of one-fiftieth of his annual salary and emoluments .for 
each completed year of service. · 

9, If any police officer be required to retire owing to the abolition of 
his office or any reduction in or reorganization or readjustment of the police 
force or if he be required to retire in order to facilitate improvements in the 
organization of the police force a pension calculated as in the last preceding 
section provided shall be granted to such officer notwithstanding that he is 
not otherwise qualified for pension under this Proclamation and in any such 
case an addition of one year for every t:wo completed years - of his actual 
pensionable service shall be nwde to his actual period of !'1ervice for the pur
pose of computing his pension; provided always that the number of years to 
be added to the actual service shall not exceed that which if added t.o the age 
of the retiring police officer would bring that age up to fifty years and that 
in any event the number of added years shall not exceed ten;. and provided 
further that if in the opinion of the High- Commissioner the fidelity and 
diligence of such a police officer has fallen short of the first degree of merit 
such addition may be made at a lower rate than that of one year for every 
two completed years of pensionable service or may be withheld. 

10. \:Vhere a police officer has been permanently injured
(a) in the actual discharge of his duty; and 
(b) without his o}l'n default; and 
(c) by some injury specifically attributable to the nature of his duty; 

and his retirement is thereby necessitated or materially accelerated a pension 
calculatec1 as set out in section eight of this Proclamation shall be granted 
to him notwithstanding that he has not served a sufficient period to qualify 
him ordinarily for pension and such pension shall be increased in proportion 
to the extent of his injury by the addition of an allowance equal to the pro
portion of his salary and emoluments hereunder indicated, viz. :-

Where it is proved to the satisfaction of the High Commissioner that his 
capacity to contribute to his support is-

slightly impaired-five-fiftieths of salary and emoluments; 
impaired-ten-fiftieths of salary and emoluments; 
materially impaired-fifteen-fiftieths of salary and emoluments; 
totally destroyed-twenty-fiftieths of salary and emoluments; 

provided that his pension increased by such allowance sha}l in no case exceed 
forty-fiftieths of his salary and emoluments at the date of the injury; and 
provide<;[ further that such allowance may be reduced by such amount as the 
High Commissioner shall think reasonable in cases where the officer's retire
ment is due to infirmity not arising solely from the injury sustained by him. 

lPrinted a,s amended by Proclamation No. 53 of 1924. 



11. For the purposes of calculating a pension-
(1) the word "salary" shall include personal allowance and any fees paid 

out of the Treasury by way of salary; provided that the amount to 
be allowed for fees shall not exceed one-fourth of the actual salary 
of the office ; 

(2) the word "emoluments" shall include house allowance or the esti
mated value of free quarters, rations and fuel or any allowance of a 
permanent character given as an equivalent of salary but shall 
exclude any forage or horse allowance or other travelling allowance 
and any temporary allowance such as acting or extra pay or bonus 
given as compensation for local disadvantages; provided that the 
amount to be allowed for house rent or for estimated value of free 
quarters shall be one-sixth of the salary and other pensionable emolu
ments of the police officer. 

12. (1) If the police officer retiring; has been in receipt of the same 
salary and emoluments or has held a pensionable office of -the same grade for 
not less than thirty-six months immediately preceding the date of his retire
ment his pension shall be calculated on the actual annuaLrate of salary and 
emoluments which he is drawing at the date of retirement. 

(2) In other cases the pension shall be calculated on the average annual 
amount of salary and emoluments for the thirty-six months preceding the 
date of retirement but if the whole period of service in the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate is less than three years then the pension shall be calculated on 
the average annual amount for such period of service. 

13; Pensions shall commence from the date of retirement. 
1i. Every police officer to whom a pension shall" have been granted 

before he shall have attained the age of fifty years shall until he has attained 
that age be liable to be called upon to serve in the public service of the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate or other public service in any office for which his 
previous experience in the opinion' of the High Commissioner renders him 
eligible and the duties of which a medical board shall consider him physically 
fit to discharge; and if he shall decline to take upon himself such office or 
shall decline or neglect to execute the duties thereof being in the opinion of 
a medical board in a competent state of health he shall forfeit his right to 
the pension which had been granted to him. 

15. .If any police officer· tp, whom a pension has been granted under this 
Proclamation or under any previpus law or regulation is appointed to another 
office in the public service of the Bechuanaland Protectorate or other public 
service then during his tenure of such office so much only (if any) of his pen
sion shall be paid to him as, tog(;lther with any pension received by him in 
respect of other public service and with the salary and emoluments of such 
office, makes up an amount not exceeding the highest pensionable salary and 
emoluments drawn by such office:r at any time in the course of his service 
in the Bechuanaland Protectorate or other public service; provided that 
where the police officer retired or was transferred from the public service of 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate prior to the 1st day of April 1922, the highest 
pensionable salary and emoluments drawn by such police officer in the course 
of his service in the Bechuanaland Protectorate shall for the purposes of this 
section be deemed to be the highest pensionable salary and emoluments 
actually so drawn by him plus (ifty per cent. thereof; and also provided that 
any bonus or temporary increase, whether on pension or on the salary of the 
new office, granted in view of cost of living, shall be added to such pension 
or salary, as the case may be, for the purposes of this section. 

16. Any police officer who after serving for a period of at least one year 
in a pensionable office in the Bechuanaland Protectorate shall have been 
transferred to other public service shall on his final retirement after at least. 
ten years' service receive such a pension from Protectorate funds in respect 
of each year and proportionately in respect of any fraction of a year of his 
service in the Protectorate as he would have received if he had at the moment 
of his tr"ansfer received a pension calculated under this Proclamation not
withstanding that his service in the Protectorate shall by itself have been 
less than ten years and that at his retirement he may be under fifty years 
of age. 



17. Any police officer who has been transferred from a pensionable office 
in other public service to a pensionable office in the Bechuanaland Protec
torate and has served not less than ten years in all in a pensionable office 
shall on retirement receive under this Proclamation in respect of his entire 
period of public service in a pensionable office such pension as would have 
been payable to him if the whole of such service had been in the Bechuana
land Protectorate notwithstanding that he may not have completed ten years 
actual service in the Protectorate, provided, however, that the amount of 
any sum payable by the Government of any other portion of His Majesty's 
Dominions or of any other territory under the protection of His Majesty or 
in respect of which a mandate on behalf of the League of Nations has been 
accepted by His Majesty towards the pension of any such officer may if such 
sum is not paid into Protectorate funds be deducted from the pension pay
able to such police officer out of Protectorate funds. 

18. For the purposes of sections sixteen and seventeen of this Procla
mation service under the British South Africa Company in the administration 
of Southern or Northern Rhodesia shall be deemed to be other public service. 

19. (1) Notwithstanding anything cont~ined in this Proclamation where 
any police officer holding a pensionable office served with the consent of the 
High Commissioner or the Secretary of State with His Majesty's armed 
forces or in any other capacity connected with the state of war at any time 
during the period from the 4th day of August 1914 to the 31st r).ay of August 
1921 the provisions of this Proclamation shall be deemed to apply to such 
police officer as fully and in like manner as if his service with His Majesty's 
armed forces or in such other capacity had in fact been service on full pay 
in the office held by him in the public service of the Bechuanaland, Protec
torate. 

(2) Where a police officer holding a pensionable office resigned his office 
in the public service of the Bechuanaland Protectorate at any time during 
the period hom the 4Th day of August 1914 to the 11th day of November 
1918, in order to join or to attempt to join the armed forces of His Majesty 
or to serve in any other capacity connected with the state of war then pre
vailing and he joined or attempted to join those forces or served: or attempted 
to serve in any other capacity connected with such state of war within three 
months from the date of the termination of his services by reason of such 
resignation and had after such attempt or within six months of his demobili
zation from those forces or of the 11th day of November, 1918, been re
appointed co the public service of the Bechuanaland Protectorate there shall 
notwithstanding anything contained in this Proclamation be_. taken into 
account in computing the pension or gratuity of such police officer his ser
vice in the Bechuanaland· Protectorate prior to the termination of such service 
by reason of such resignation and there shall further be taken into account 
as service in the office which he resigned or in any other pensionable office 
to which he had been reappointed, the period from the date when he termin
ated his services by reason of such resignation to the date of his reap-point
ment in the public service of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, in the same way 
as if such officer had during such period been serving in the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate on full pay. The provisions of this sub-section shall apply in the 
case of any police officer -who was temporarily employed in the public service 
of the Bechuanaland Protectorate at the date. of his resignation notwith
standing that he did not hold a pensionable office prior to such date provided 
that he has fulfilled the other conditions set forth in this sub-section and 
provided that he is subsequently appointed to a pensionable office- in the 
public service of the Bechuanaland Protectorate and that on such appoint
ment he was allowed under sub-section (2) of section six of this Proclamation 
or any prior law to count for pension his provisional· or temporary service. 

20. v\There any police officer mentioned in the last preceding section 
became entitled under sections ten and nineteen of this Proclamation or any 
prior law to any benefits in respect of permanent injury sustained while 
serving with His Majesty's armed forces or in any other capacity connected 
with the state of war existing between the 4th day of August 1914 and the 
31st day of August 1921 and where such police officer in l·espect of the same 



lllJUry has been awarded any pension or allowance under any law or regula
tion applicable· to His l'rlajesty' s anned forces .or to persons serving in any 
other eapadty as aforesaid, such pension or allowance shall be deducted from 
any sum payable to him under section ten of this P:roclatnation or any prior 
law so that the sum payable to him thel'eundei.· 'shall be the amount (if any) 
by which the pension or allowance to which he would have beeh entitled in 
respect of such injury under this Proclamation or any prior 1aw exceeds any 
pension or allowance which he may receive in respect of the san1e injury 
under any other law or regulation affecting His Majesty's armed forces or 
persons serving in any other capacity as aforesaid. 

PART II. 

GRATUITIES. 
21. (1) Any police officer who is compelled to retire by reason of ill

health before he has completed ten years' service shall be granted a gratuity 
of one month's salary and emoluments for each years of service and half a 
month's. salary and emolunwnts in respect of any fraction of a year amount
ing to six completed months. 

(2) Th!il· computation of salary and emoluments for this purpose shall be 
governed by 1l~ctions ele-ven and twelve of this Proclamation. 

PART III. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
22. (Repealed by Pcroclnmation No. 12 of 1926). 

23. No pension granted under this Proclamation shall be assignable or 
transferable or capableof being hypothecated o:r liable to be attached, seques
trated or levied upon foi·' or in respect of any. debt or claim whatsoever. 

24. [f any person to whom a pension has been granted under this· Pro
clamation or under any prior law is convicted befo:re any competent court, 
whether within or without HiE; Majesty's Dominions, of any crime or offence, 
then in every such case it shall be lawful for the High Commissioner to direct 
that such pension shacll forthwith cease; provided always that ·the pension 
shall b~ restored with retrospective effect in the case of a person who, ·after 
conviction as a hove described, at any time receives a free pardon ; and pro
dded further that where a pension ceases by reason of the conviction of the 
pensioner ·as aforesaid it shall be lawful for the High Com1ilissioner to cause 
all or any part of ~he moneys to which the pensioner would have been entitled 
by way of ·pension to be paid to or applied for the benefit of any wife, child, 
or childJ'en of the pensioner, or, after the expiration of his sentence, also for 
the benefit pf the pensioner himself, in the same manner precisely and subject 
to the same. qualifications and restrictions as in the C;lSe of insolvency herein 
after provided, 

25. If any person to_ whom a pension has been granted under this Pro
clamation becomes insolvent then sucn pension shall forthwith cease; provided 
always that in any case where a pension ceases by reason of the insolvency 
of the' pensioner it shall be lawful for the High Commissioner from time to 
time d"uting the remainder of .such pensioner's life Ol~ dnripg such shorter 
period· or. periods: either continuous or cl;iscontinuous as the High Commis
sioner shall th-in~ fit· to cause all or any part of the moneys to which such 
pensioner .. would have been entitled b.Y way of pension had he not become 
in_sol-1·en~ to be Pfid to or app.lied for the maintenance and personal .support 
Or bene~It or. all Or any exclUSI.Ve of the other or others of the followmg per
SOnS, mtJi:J.e]y suc"!-t, pensioner and any wife, child or children of his in such 
proportions and manner .a;;; to the High C0mmissioner appear;;; proper, 



26. If any person to whom a pension has been granted under this Pro
clamation becomes on his final retirement from the public service of the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate or from other public service either a director of 
any company the principal part of whose business is in any way directly con
cm·ned with the protectorate, or an officer or a servant employed in the 
Protectorate by any such company, without in every such case the permission 
of the High Commissioner in writing first had and obtained, then in every 
such case it shall be lawful for the High Commissioner to direct that such 
pension shall forthwith cease; provided always that it shall be Jawful for the 
High Commissioner on being satisfied that the person in respect of whose 
pension any such direction shall have been .given has ceased to be a director 
of such. company or to be employed as an officer or servant of such company 
in the Protectorate, as the case may be, to give directions for the restoration 
of such pension with retrospective effect if he shall see fit, to such a date 
as he shall specify. · 

27. If the death of a police officer is caused by an injury occasioned 
without his own default in the actual discharge of his public duty and speci
fically attributable to the nature of his public duty the High Commissioner 
shall grant to the widow of the deceased, or if the de_ceased 'does not leave 
a widow and if his mother was at the time of the death wholly dependent 
upon him for her support to the mother of the deceased a pension of one
sixth of the deceased's salary and emoluments at the date of the injury and 
there shall further be granted to the children of the deceased a gratuity of 
the number of pounds sterling which is equal to the number obtained by 
subtracting the number of years completed by each of the children at the 
date of the father's death from fifteeJa and adding the remainders together, 
the total gratuity not to be less than £10 or unless there are in the opinion 
of the High Commissioner special circumstance? to justify a larger gratuity 
more than £50 and in the case of motherless children the High Commissioner 
shall grant double the amount which would otherwise be given. 

28. The provisions of the Bechuanaland Protectorate Public Service 
Proclamation 1924 shall apply mutatis m1ttandis to police officer's to whom 
this Proclamation applies, and the office of a police officer shall for the pur
poses of the said Proclamation be deemed to be a pensionable office. 

29. The provisions .of this Proclamation shall not apply to any police 
officer who failed to notify the Resident Commissioner in the manner pre
scribed by section twenty-s·ix of the Bechuanaland Protectorate Police Pen
sions Proclamation 1921 that he desired to come under the provisions of the 
said Proclamation but any such police officer .shall be subject to the pro
visions of the Bechuanaland Protectorate Pensions Proclamation 1924 as if 
this Proclamation had not been issued.l 

30. In this Proclamation-
the term "public service" shall mean service in a civil capacity under 

the Crown or under the Government of any portion of His Majesty's 
Dominions or of any territory under the protection of His Majesty 
or in respect of which a mandate on behalf of the J,eague of Nations 
has been accepted by His Majesty and any such other service as the 
~-r· T ll~.......-. .. -niQ~;;".innAr 111f!V rlP.tPrm_lnA t,o hP nn hli~ .~ArvicA_ for the nur-


